
Self-Evaluation 

Integrative Seminar 

 

Due: Whenever you come to pick up your essay.  

Worth: This assignment is part of your Participation mark, it will be weighted similarly to all of your in-class 

activities, and is the only one you can complete outside of class time.  

 

To Do: 

In this assignment, you must read the First Draft of your essay against the marking Rubric associated with it. In 

essence, you will evaluate yourself using the same marking rubric that I will use. No one writes a perfect first 

draft, and all of us have natural strengths and weaknesses. The purpose here is for you to try to anticipate what 

areas of strength or weakness I will find in your work.  

 

An excellent self-evaluation is not one that gives you the best mark (though it may). An excellent self-

evaluation is one where the general strengths and weaknesses that you identify in your own work mirror 

those that I have found. In order to do this well, students should endeavor to do this about a week or so after 

having completed the first draft.  

 

The purpose of this assignment is to start a conversation about what requirements of essay writing you 

understand and which ones you do not. When marking your own work against the grid, pay special attention to 

where the description in the “excellent” or “good” column doesn’t make sense to you.  

 

To hand in: 

Print up the marking grid in this assignment, reading it carefully as you go through your essay, honestly 

evaluating when your work was excellent and when it was poor.  

 

You’ll hand in your own marked up grid and a 100 word self-evaluation, explaining what grade you anticipate 

getting. In addition to that, you’ll write down any questions that came up as you were doing this. 

 

  



 EXCELLENT GOOD AVERAGE POOR 

Abstract 

A strong abstract 
objectively outlines the 
main discoveries of the 
paper, the methodology 
and the thesis. 

A strong abstract outlines 
the main discoveries of the 
paper and the thesis. 

This abstract reads too much 
like an introduction and/ or 
doesn’t have its own page. 

There is no abstract. 

Introduction 

Beautiful entry gets us 
right to the topic—who, 
what and when the essay 
is about; Provides 
Roadmap; Provides an 
original thesis or 
argument 

Provides Topic—who,  
what or when the essay is 
about; Provides Roadmap; 
Thesis is there—“this 
essay argues,”—but it is 
typical, obvious, or overly 
general. A typical thesis 
will argue that a clearly bad 
thing was bad. The 
problem is that the reader 
is left to wonder why 
they're reading something 
so obvious. 

Might begin with a sweeping 
statement about history or 
humanity; Instead of a thesis 
statement, there is a topic 
statement e.g. “This essay 
explores, examines….”; Or the 
argument is extremely vague, 
such as "These two nations 
have lots of similar ideas, but 
also contrasting ones." 
Quotations start to prove an 
unstated argument 

Begins with sweeping 
statement about history: “Since 
the beginning of time...” or 
humanity: "Humans have 
always..." Or links to today, 
even though the essay is about 
the past, "These days we think 
x, but....." The biggest problem 
is that we finish reading the 
introduction paragraph without 
knowing the thesis nor even 
the precise topic. We wonder if 
the writer knows what the 
topic or thesis is. 

TS and 
Paragraph  

Topic sentences clearly 
announce the promise 
of the paragraph, which 
the paragraph then 
fulfills; Paragraph deals 
with one single topic in 
< 250 wds 

Topic Sentences are clear: 
They tell us what will be 
argued or discussed or 
narrated in the paragraph; 
Paragraph deals with one 
single topic in < 250 wds 

Topic sentences not clear—too 
general/ unspecific, or might 
begin in a narrative way when 
the purpose is to prove 
something. Paragraphs too 
long > 250 wds; > a page; > 
one topic 

Topic sentences begin with a 
quote, meaning that the student 
hasn’t put the topic sentence in 
their own words and/or There 
are no paragraphs 
 

Overall 
Structuring 

The structuring is 
chronological where 
needed, logical when 
proving a point, and 
thoughtful and/or 
original. It may even be 
poetic in how the end 
speaks to the beginning 

¶s are well-ordered: good 
flow from beginning to 
end; Ideas on a topic are 
fully treated in one section 
of the paper ; History is 
delivered chronologically 

Transitions are smooth; But 
ideas treated in one section of 
the paper reappear elsewhere, 
so it is disjointed; History isn’t 
chronological, or the 
“background” comes at the 
end of paper 

Transitions btw paragraphs are 
clunky; Ideas treated in one 
section of the paper reappear 
elsewhere; History isn’t 
chronological 

Referring to 
Sources 

TAP---authors or key 
historical figures are 
introduced elegantly in 
3-5 words: “Feminist 
writer…,” or “the 
author of Debt, David 
Graeber…” 

Sources are identified but 
no thought has been given 
to why it is significant—
“Professor X, part-time 
researcher from the U of 
M…” 

Instead of identifying what 
elements make the 
source/historical figure a 
reliable voice, we just hear the 
title of chapters/articles.     

Documents are misidentified 
(historical texts are called 
“novels”) 

Incorporating 
Quotes 

Quotes are introduced 
seamlessly with a signal 
phrase and, where 
needed, explain the 
context out of which the 
quote was taken. 

The signal phrase is clunky 
or doesn’t fit 
grammatically with the 
quote 

Quotes are not introduced with 
a signal phrase, they   “float” 
instead. 

There are no quotes 

Use of 
Quotes: Were 
they carefully 
selected ?  

Selection: Use of 
compelling evidence 
from required # of 
sources. The quotes are 
beautiful, dramatic or 
detailed and PROVE 
the point of the essay. 

S: Provides necessary 
evidence to convince 
reader of most aspects of 
the main argument, but 
not all. 

Problems with quotations: they 
mostly come from the 
introduction of article/book or 
merely follow the scholar’s 
argument (e.g. citations come 
from pages 4, 5, 6, 7, 7, 9), OR 
Quotes are too short, or too 
general for them to prove 
anything, OR you quote facts, 
such as "The war of 1812 took 
place in 1812" rather than 
selecting for controversial, 
beautiful or dramatic excerpts. 

S: Not enough evidence is 
provided to support the 
argument, or the evidence is 
incomplete, incorrect, 
oversimplified, or missing.  



Use of 
Quotes: Did 
you elaborate 
on what they 
meant to 
you/your 
paper? 

 Elaboration: The 
discussion of the quote 
draws out elements of it 
that prove the point of 
the paragraph (essay). 
Your elaboration or 
explanation draws the 
readers attention to 
particular aspects of a 
citation, making us see 
its significance. 

 E: The importance of 
some evidence presented 
may not be totally clear. 
Reader must make a few 
mental leaps to 
understand. 

 
E: The elaboration 
oversimplifies or draws 
unjustified conclusions from 
the quotation OR the 
elaboration merely repeats the 
quote or is missing altogether. 

 E: Elaboration is 
oversimplified or missing * e.g. 
paragraphs end with  quotes 
rather than  conclusion 
sentences.  

In-text 
citations in 
MLA Format 

All evidence is properly 
cited in in-text citations, 
the basic format of 
which is “as follows,” 
(Last Name #). Long 
quotes (40 + wds) are 
offset, with no 
quotation marks 

Minor issues with 
punctuation (extra comma, 
misplaced period) OR the 
author is stated twice (in 
the signal phrase and in 
the citation)  OR Incorrect 
long quotes 

Minor issues with punctuation 
(extra comma, misplaced 
period); Incorrect long quote 
format; the author is stated 
twice (in the signal phrase and 
in the citation)  

Multiple, inconsistent errors, or 
a different format altogether. 

Understanding 

Essay demonstrates 
insight and 
thoughtfulness about 
topic. 

Essay demonstrates clear 
understanding of material 

Essay doesn’t properly grasp 
the material 

The essay is off topic. 

Writing 
Writing is beautiful, 
error-free. 

Writing is competent. 
Often vague or general Writing, 
and errors slow the reader 
down. 

Significant grammatical errors 
impede understanding. 

Conclusion 

Your conclusion is artful 
and thoughtful, inviting 
us to think further on 
the topic 

Your conclusion restates 
your thesis, and 
summarizes the essay. 

Your conclusion is merely a 
summary of the essay, and an 
incomplete summary at that. 

Your conclusion ends with a 
quotation that is less artful than 
it is an introduction of some 
new point, as though you’re 
still making arguments 
although the essay is over. 

Formatting 

Double spaced, 12 pt. 
font, times new roman, 
1” margins, MLA page 
numbers 
Paragraphs aren't longer 
than 250 words;  2500-
4000 words 

One or two elements make 
your formatting less than 
perfect -- you might not 
have double spaced, or 
you might have extra 
spaces between paragraphs 

Several formatting errors 
So many formatting errors this 
looks like no attention was paid 
to this at all 

Works Cited 
 
 
 
 
 

9 scholarly sources listed 
–two are by Indigenous 
scholars;  
Works Cited page lists 
all sources in the paper 
alphabetically by Author 
Last Name, with a 
Hanging Indent ; All 
entries are complete—
Italicize Book Titles/ 
Databases; “Articles and 
Chapter Titles are in 
Quotations” 

You have nine sources, 
but one or two are not 
academic; They might be 
book reviews (only 1-2 
pages) or newspaper 
articles.  

You have nine sources but 
most of them are not academic. 
Perhaps you've used websites 
that provide general 
information like wikipedia. 

You have insufficient sources, 
so even if some on the list are 
academic, you have far too few. 
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