
Analytic Essay – 1500-2000 Words  
Submitted to Turnitin?  
Introduction 
• Provides a compelling entry and avoids sweeping statements (e.g. “Since the beginning of history…”) 
• No quotations in either the Intro or Conclusion 
• Strong thesis statement (argues a point) – The thesis makes an argument about the primary source 
• Clear outline for paper—roadmap 

Conclusion 
• Doesn’t necessarily re-state the point, but provides a conclusive tone, and maybe encourages the reader to think about 

some broader implications of the paper 
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Originality – the essay is a thoughtful or creative approach to the topic /2 
Writing 
• Writing strengthens the paper through its clarity  
• Writing is original and thoughtful; the essay is a pleasure to read 
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Paragraphs ~ 200 words ~ Less than a page long 
• Topic sentences act like mini-thesis statements, telling us what the paragraph will prove  
• Paragraphs discuss / argue/ prove a single idea 
• Conclusion sentences transition to the next paragraph  
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Research 
Quotations are wisely used.  They provide evidence for your argument.  
• Your argument is based upon at least one primary sources and at least two scholarly sources  
• All of those sources are listed in your Works Cited  
• Your quotes provide detail or add flavor (beauty, imagery) to your paper 

Correct MLA format dictates three possible uses – Paraphrase, Short Quote, Long Quote 
• No matter which you use, the first time you mention an author or historical figure, you use a Signal phrase that 

introduces them by telling us their whole name and their field, possibly mentioning the Book Title or whatever is 
significant about them for your argument.  

• REMEMBER TAP (Title, Author, Profession). While “Carr argues,” is good, “Historian E.H. Carr,” or “E. H. Carr, 
the well known scholar of Soviet Russia,..” tells us much more about why we should care what Carr had to say about 
the early Soviets. All subsequent reference to Carr should use only his last name.   

• Signal phrases that don’t mention the author have parenthetical citations with the author’s last name (Parr 14); Signal 
phrases that do mention that Parr argued, “x” have simply the page number (14). 

• Long Quotes are defined as being over 40 words.  As above, they are introduced: 
in the same way as short quotations, but they are double spaced, indented and have no quotation marks. (Parr 14) 

• Do mention and italicize Book Titles; Do not mention article titles because they clutter the prose 
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Writing and Format  
• Double spaced, 12 pt. font, Times New Roman, 1” margins, page numbers 
• 1500-2000 words 
• The paper has been proofread and spell checked 
• No spaces between paragraphs 
• Si vous avez des mots en français, ou en espagnol, tienes que poner todo eso en itálica. 
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Works Cited  

• At least three items are listed—one primary, two secondary 
• It has its own page and is called Works Cited  
• All titles listed here have been cited or referenced in your paper (hence the title, works cited) 
• Alphabetical by Author Last Name 
• All entries are complete - Italicize Book Titles / Databases 
• “Articles and Chapters titles are in Quotations” 
• Hanging indent 
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